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AZ LD11 Fall 2015 Initiative:  

Stand Up for Veterans by Jo Holt 

Our General Message: 

Too many lawmakers want to privatize the services 

historically provided by our government, like the Veterans 

Administration. They want to create “limited government,” 

as in government that’s limited to serving the powerful elite. 

         Jo Holt 

Some examples: 

They cut funding to government services and then blame those services for failing. They use any flaw 

in government as an excuse for cutting that part of government. They hide behind messages like 

“choice” and “fiscal responsibility” and “efficiency” when what they’re really saying is “you're on 

your own.”  These ideological arguments are just plain wrong. It’s not the size of government that 

should take priority; it’s who our government is working for that really matters. 

Individual Messages:  

 We are responsible for caring for our veterans. Reckless budget cuts, masquerading in the name of fiscal 

responsibility, speak loud and clear to our vets: “You’re on your own.” Is that what our military says to us when 

our country is threatened? 

 Every day 22 veterans commit suicide, while the best Congress money can buy tries to find even more ways to 

cut vital services to veterans and other Americans. The toll is heavy, the cost is great. This is fiscal irresponsibility 

at its morally repugnant worst. Our veterans don’t have to be homeless, don’t have to commit suicide, don’t 

have to become addicted, and don’t have to be jobless or career-less. We need lawmakers with the political 

backbone to STOP THE CUTS to vital services, and STOP THE TAX BREAKS to the powerful few, and STOP 

PRIVATIZATION of essential services. 

Reckless budget cuts to vital services for veterans are not the way to keep our armed forces ready, or to care 

properly for our troops and their families. Four of every ten homeless men in America are veterans. Many 

struggle with chemical dependencies and mental health issues. They signed up to defend all of us; now it’s our 

responsibility to care for all of them. It is morally wrong to cut vital services for veterans and other Americans in 

order to privatize those services. 

To our Tea Party lawmakers:  you can’t be pro-military and at the same time treat veterans like they’re second-

class citizens. That’s hypocrisy.  We owe our military veterans for signing up to protect this country and for 

ensuring the security of this country in a dangerous world. Protection costs trillions of dollars, and spending a few 

billion dollars caring for our veterans is part of the cost of that protection.  

 



Corin Hammond Candidate for Arizona House of Representatives 

 

My Background  
 

Hello Members of LD11— 

 

I am running for the AZ House of Representatives for LD 11. A 30 year old Ph.D. 

candidate at the University of Arizona, I am studying soil and water environmental 

chemistry.  I have a Bachelor's Degree in chemistry from Louisiana State University and 

a Master's Degree in inorganic chemistry from the University of Arizona.  

 

I also happen to be the mother of a ten month old baby girl, Summer Belle. She is active as many babies are, 

but I have a great teammate in my husband, Dave. As a young professional, I am no stranger to leadership 

roles that I both assume and am assigned in the laboratory setting and in my extracurricular activities. My 

daily professional activities require collaboration, problem-solving, data interpretation and analysis, critical 

evaluation, skepticism, and attention to detail. Additionally, I am comfortable functioning as a team lead, 

organizing groups and operating on a budget 

  

How Arizona Measures Up 

You may have heard about the recently published “2015 Kids Count Data Book” by the Annie E. Casey 

Foundation. Arizona was a poor national contender ranking 46th for child well-being. The four categories are 

shown with Arizona's rank: Economic Well-Being (42), Education (44), Health (42), and Family/Community 

(46).  26% of Arizona's children live in poverty, 67% are not receiving preschool education, and 72% of our 

fourth graders are not proficient readers. National averages are 22%, 54%, and 66%, respectively. Early 

childhood development is linked to financial stability in adulthood.  

 

America was founded on the principle of equality and opportunity despite the circumstances of birth, but in a 

practical sense, Arizona is looking toward a grim economic future if our legislature chooses not to invest in the 

workforce of tomorrow. The original report can be found at http://www.aecf.org/.  

Friend us at Hammond4House on Facebook and join the conversation. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CLUBS 

Democrats of Oro Valley (DOV) by Mike Dayton 

 The Democrats of Oro Valley will welcome Tory Anderson on Monday, September 14, 

at 6:45 PM at the Oro Valley Library’s large meeting room.  Tory Anderson is the 

Executive Director of the Arizona Alliance for Retired Americans, a state chapter of the 

Alliance for Retired Americans. The Alliance for Retired Americans is a nationwide 

organization, launched in May 2001, with now over 4.3 million members working together 

to make their voices heard in the laws, policies, politics, and institutions that shape our 

lives. For 13 years, they enrolled and mobilized retired union members and other seniors and community 

activists into a nationwide grassroots movement advocating a progressive political and social agenda that 

respects work and strengthens families. Tory will give an update on threats to Social Security and Medicare, as 

well as a peek at the political climate for retirees in the 2016 election. Please join us and bring a friend. 

 

http://www.aecf.org/


 

Democrats for Picture Rocks submitted by Catalina Hall         

We‘d like to invite you to an Open House and Ice Cream Social on Wednesday, 

September 23, 2015, 6:30 to 8:00 pm at the Picture Rocks Community Center,  

5615 N Sanders Rd., Marana. 

Come meet local officials and candidates for office. 

Join the Democrats to fight for candidates in 2016 

Meet wonderful, friendly neighbors 

Enjoy ice cream, cookies and beverages 

Listen to popular live music provided by local, Randy Brooks 

For more information call Catalina Hall and leave a message at 520-572-1881 or email dems4prandv@gmail.com 

Please RSVP if you can, but not required.  Just come and join us.  We hold our meetings on the third Tuesday of 

each month from 4:00 to 6:00 pm at the Horseshoe Restaurant at 6575 N Sandario Rd, Marana. (You may 

purchase food or drink, or not.) 

Meeting dates and events:  September 15 ; October 20,  November 17 all with a special speaker  

December 15 holiday dinner. 

 

Marana Democratic Club   by Buddy Gill  

                                                                                                                                                                 

Well, campaign silly season is really starting to heat up and the upcoming elections may 
be the most important elections of our lifetime. Our very Democracy may be at a tipping 
point. We simply must be engaged. We must be informed and we CAN'T not show up. 
We have to hold our party's feet to the fire to run candidates and campaigns that inspire 
us to get out the vote. As we move into the fall, Marana Dems are going to bring you 
speakers that will keep you informed, excited and involved. 
 
We all know the destructive effects dark money is having on our Democratic process. 
Without the Koch brothers, ll Ducey and McSally wouldn't be in office.  Without illegal 
contributions to corporation commission candidates, by APC, our C.C. might have 

commissioners that care about the people, not the corporations and ALEC. 

There is an organization in Arizona that is shining a light on the Kochroaches to insure that they can no longer 
hide their attempts to buy our politicians. Terry Goddard and his group Vox Populi (voice of the People) are 
trying to put an initiative on our ballot that will require that donations by the Koch Brothers or Sheldon Addilson 
will require that their contributions will have to be publicly disclosed so we the voters at least know which 
politicians the billionaires are trying to buy. 
 
In other news, Elaine Perillo is working with our club on a voter outreach project. We are working on a club 
phone bank to increase attendance; we are working on refreshments and other ways to become more relevant. 

In October, we have the election of club officers.  If anyone would like to take a position as president, treasury, 
membership, etc., please let us know. A number of people have had to give up leadership positions and our 
feeling is that the more eyes on the job, the better.  In leadership, your job is to show up at the leadership 
meeting on (generally) the second Tuesday of each month for about an hour to help us figure out where the 
club should be headed. We could use your help and input. 
 
All correspondence to our club should be re-directed to maranadems@gmail.com. Since I am the ONLY PC in 
my district, precinct104, which pretty much includes all of Continental Ranch/Continental Reserve, we are 
embarking on a plan to contact and get out the vote. There are almost 800 registered Dems in my precinct. It 

tel:520-572-1881
mailto:dems4prandv@gmail.com
mailto:maranadems@gmail.com


will take some time and much work, but we are going to contact them all. We don't have a choice.  Our very 
Democracy is at risk.  We will take all the help we can get.   
 
Our September 25th the Marana Dems’ speaker will be Brian Bickel, talking about how the bond issues will 
affect us here in Marana. We don't yet know who will be our guest at our October or November meetings, but 
we have our lures out. We are currently trying to get Ann Kirkpatrick as our guest for our holiday party in 
December, but I am told by her staff that we are probably one to two weeks out from an answer. 
 
Our clubs should work together to keep our members as informed as possible. An informed electorate is the 
worst nightmare of the Powers That Be! 
 

 

SaddleBrooke Democratic Club submitted by Steve Groth 

Only news from SaddleBrooke Democratic Club is we believe we are still largest 

club in the State, 281 members today, and hold our monthly meetings second 

Tuesday of the month at 3:30 in SaddleBrooke HOA's Activity Center, 64518 E. 

Galveston.  

 

Our speaker at our September 8th meeting will be Andrew Morrill, President to the  

Arizona Education Association. All are welcome at our meetings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Sun City Oro Valley Democratic Club 
by Maureen Salz  

 

The Sun City Club promotes the ideals, principles and policies of the 

Democratic Party. 
 

In January the new board set three main objectives: 1). Bring in 

interesting and engaging speakers; 2). Meet year round and not break 

during the summer; 3). Contact all 656 registered democrats and 704 registered “others” in Sun City.  
 

To meet these goals, speakers presented the following topics:  Mental Health in an Older Population, the 

2014 Presidential Elections in the Ukraine, the U.S. Constitution, Central American Migrants and U.S. 

Immigration, Dark Money in American Politics, The Central Arizona Project and Retirement Security.  

 

At the September 12 meeting, Brian Bickel, candidate for the Pima County Supervisor of District #1, will 

speak on the $815.6 million bond project.  We were all pleasantly surprised when our meetings during the 

summer set club attendance records. And last but not least, these October letters will be delivered to 

all of the aforementioned registered Democrats and Others in Sun City telling them about our club and 

inviting them to join us!  
 

We meet the second Saturday of every month at 1:00 in the Navajo Room of the Activity Center 1495 E. 

Rancho Vistoso Blvd at Sun City.  Please feel free to join us anytime! 
 

 

  



CALENDAR of LD11 DEMOCRATIC CLUB MEETINGS 2015   Updated 8/16/15 

Dems of Oro Valley  

2nd Monday 7pm  

Oro Valley Library -- 1305 W Naranja Dr, Oro Valley 85737  

Contacts:  www.DemsOV.org -- elathram@demsov.org 

Saddlebrooke Dems  

2nd Tuesday 3:30pm -- Saddlebrooke HOA1 Activity Center -- 64518 Galveston Lane, Tucson 85739  

Contact: www.saddlebrookedemocrats.org -- info@saddlebrookedemocrats.org 

Sun City Dems  

2nd Saturday 1pm -- Sun City OV Activity Center (Navajo Room) --1495 W Rancho Vistoso Blvd, Oro Valley 

85755  

Contact: mosalz@outlook.com 

Dems for Picture Rocks  

3rd Tuesday 4pm --Horseshoe BBQ Restaurant -- 6575 N Sandario Rd, Tucson 85743  

Contact: Dems4PRandAV@gmail.com 

Copa City Dems  

4th Wednesday 6pm -- Bread & Berry Coffeehouse -- 20800 N John Wayne Parkway, Maricopa 85139  

Contact: jcksnconniejean@aol.com 

Marana/Sunflower Dems  

4th Thursday 3pm -- Continental Reserve Urgent Care -- 8333 N Silverbell, Marana 85743  

Contact: SunflowerandFriends843@gmail.com 

Casa Grande Dems 

4th Thursday 5:30pm --BeDillons Restaurant (Adobe Room) -- 800 N Park Ave, Casa Grande 85122  

Facebook: Democrats of Casa Grande  

LD11 Democratic Committee 

4th Saturday 2pm -- Marana Wheeler Taft Abbett Sr. Library, 7800 N Schisler Dr, Marana 85743  

www.AZLD11Dems.org  -- Contact: LegDist11Dems@gmail.com 

Signs of Our Times 

         

Please address any inquiries or comments about the LD11 Online News to Editor Kathy Pastryk at kmpastryk@gmail.com 
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